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IENCE IN FICTION

Jmmthan Farlea,r takes math to Hollywood

COOR WILL HUNTING, A BEAUTIFUL MIND, PROCE ALL
are prime examples of Hollywood's fascination with quirky
mathematicians, Television has also had its share of math-cen-

tric shows such ag the CBS series Numb3rs, Sereenwriters may
make characters come to life, but thers is usually someane else
teftind the scenes helping Lo make that college math professor
ornuclear physicist appear real,

Thats where Jonathan Farley, PhD, comes in. Head of G-year-
ild Hollywood Math and Seience Film Consulting, Farley, 38, and
liis team serve as technical advisers on films, TV shows, and
ather media |.l|'-(_:1]|_-'(_:i.j-{ Lo ensure

mathematical, scientific, and
medical details or jargon sound and look believable, It may be as
simple as the placement of equipment i lab scenes or as detailed
ascomplex equations written on a challkboard.,

Farley, a visiting professor of mathematics at the California
institute of Technalogy, had written about math and pep culture
fos Three in 2002 and snew the mathematicians/technical con-
aultants on Goeed Well Hunding and A Beatifid Mind, Approached
byasereenwriter o assist on a movie about math and the horan
sencmme, Farley reached out to his friend Lizzie Biurns, PhID, a bio-
ehemist and a fillow Cxford praduate,

1 Lold her that we conld make a business of this. [ really did-
at think thal there would be extia work alterward, But when lt
did happen, I wanted producers to come to our company,”
explains Farley, who was a 2001-2002 Fulbright Distinguished
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YOUR GUIDE TO INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.

Scholar to the United Kingdom and a recipient of the Harvard
Foundation Distinguizshed Scientist Award in 2004,
Farey reeriited other colleagues, mathemalicians and scientists,

Lo gerve as consultants, One of the Trn's first major projects
invalved consulting on scripts for several episodes of M3,
“We sparked a crealive debate between the twao creators, iV
Farley, For instance, "they wanted to use o mosaic theary where you
only have five pieces of a 1000-piece puzzle, but yet you can figure
out what the entire pugzle is. Tony Markin [a member of Farley's

skaff] suggested

the pathof hurricanes. [ sugoested somethi |'.|JDLL|JIM secret sharing
a way of breaking up a secrel into small parts and then distribut-
ing thase parls o different peaple so that you can'l know the secret
until all of these people come together” explains Farley, who is also
highly seught after for his countertesrorism mathematical modeling,
Inackdition, the company has advised NBCE Mediun, and works
ona few other projects & year including dance, magic, theatre, anc
aclvertising, Mare recently, Farley and his team consulted on the ani-
mated educational film Flatiend, based on Edwin A, Abbott’s 1824
nowvella Flatlona: A Romance of Many Dimensions, which featured
the vaoices of Martin Sheen and Michael York. Homework assign:
ments are tied to the latest DVD version of Slatfand thanks to
inpul rom Farley, a mentor to women and minorities interested in
math and scienee careers, T love math, and | love teaching” And
heloves helping filmmakers keepil real.  —Carolyn M. Brown
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